
From: scantrell@ranger.cc.tx. us 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: oppose media concentration 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps: 

Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
Washington, DC 20554 

In the Matter of 2002 Biennial Regulatory Review - 
Review of the Commission's Broadcast Ownership Rules 
and Other Rules Adopted Pursuant to Section 202 
of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 
MM Docket No. 02-277, (rel. Sept. 23, 2002) 

Fri. Jan 24, 2003 9:49 AM 

I am writing to you today to comment on Docket No. 02-277, the Biennial 
Review of the FCC's broadcast media ownership rules. In promoting its 
supposed goals of fair competition, diversity and local voice in today's 
media market, I strongly believe that the FCC should retain all of the 
current media ownership rules now in question. These rules serve the 
public interest by limiting the market power of the huge, dominant 
companies and players in the broadcast industry. 

I do not believe that the studies commissioned by the FCC accurately 
demonstrate, or even attempt to demonstrate, the negative effects that 
media deregulation and consolidation have had on the diversity of our 
media. While there may indeed be more sources of media than ever before, 
the spectrum of views presented has been severely limited. 

The right to conduct an informed debate and discussion of current events 
is part of the founding philosophy of our nation. Our forefathers believed 
that democracy was renewed in the marketplace of diverse ideas. If the 
FCC allows our media outlets to merge and consolidate further, our ability 
to have an open, informed discussion from a wide variety of viewpoints 
will be compromised. 

I urge the FCC to preserve the public interest by keeping the media 
ownership rules in question intact. 

Also, I support the FCC's plan to hold a public hearing on this matter in 
Richmond, VA in February of 2003. I strongly encourage the Commission to 
hold similar hearings in all parts of the country and solicit the widest 
possible participation from the public. The rarified, lawyerly atmosphere 
of an FCC rulemaking is not an appropriate decision-making venue when 
questions as profound as the freedom of our media are at stake. I 
encourage the Commissioners to come out and meet some of the people who do 
not have a financial interest in this issue, but a social interest. 

With the serious impact these rule changes will have on our democracy, it 
is important that the Commission take the time to review these issues more 
thoroughly and allow the American people to have a meaningful say in the 
process. 



Sincerely, 

Sandra S. Cantrell 

3502 Highway 112 
Eastland, TX, 76448 



From: silverjosh@yahoo.com 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: media concentration 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps: 

Sun, Jan 19.2003 10:08 AM 

Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
Washington, DC 20554 

In the Matter of 2002 Biennial Regulatory Review - 
Review of the Commission's Broadcast Ownership Rules 
and Other Rules Adopted Pursuant to Section 202 
of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 
MM Docket No. 02-277, (rel. Sept. 23, 2002) 

ALlowing corporations to own multiple media outlets poses one of the 
greatest dangers in our modern democracy. Everything about it runs counter 
to the public interest. 

I strongly believe that the FCC should retain all of the current media 
ownership rules now in question. These rules serve the public interest by 
limiting the market power of the huge, dominant companies and players in 
the broadcast industry. 

The right to conduct an informed debate and discussion of current events 
is part of the founding philosophy of our nation. Our forefathers believed 
that democracy was renewed in the marketplace of diverse ideas. If the 
FCC allows our media outlets to merge and consolidate further, our ability 
to have an open, informed discussion from a wide variety of viewpoints 
will be compromised. 

I urge the FCC to preserve the public interest by keeping the media 
ownership rules in question intact. 

With the serious impact these rule changes will have on our democracy, it 
is important that the Commission take the time to review these issues more 
thoroughly and allow the American people to have a meaningful say in the 
process. 

Thank you, 

Josh Silver 
Northampton, MA 
silverjosh@yahoo.com 

336 Patten Rd. 
Shelburne, MA, 01370 
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From: Sive Neilan 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: FCC protect media independence 

Dear Commissioner: 

One of the basic elements which help to keep the American media at 
least partially free and independent is the set of FCC regulations 
restricting consolidation and monopolies. 

In the 2002 Biennial Review, the FCC appears to be planning to roll 
back many of these protective regulations: the NewspaperlBroadcast 
Cross-Ownership Rule, the National Broadcast Ownership Cap, the Local 
Radio Ownership Rule, the Duopoly Rule and the Dual Network Rule. 

Relaxation or abandonment of the preceding rules will result in the 
purchase of local and independent newspapers and radio and television 
stations by large media giants. The cost to the American People and 
Democracy will be far too high if local news, reportorial freedom and 
access to a true variety of legitimate views are further compromised. 

Commissioner, I urge you to make sure the FCC does not relax or drop 
these vital regulatory rules. 

Sincerely, 

Sive Neilan 
29 Emerson Street 
Portland, ME 04101 

Sat, Jan 25,2003 1O:ll AM 

Get Your Private, Free Email at http://www.hotmail.com 



From: slamz@socal.rr.com 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: 

Mon, Jan 27,2003 1O:ll PM 
Consider The Needs Of Children! 

FCC Commissioner Michael J. Copps 

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael J. Copps. 

I urge the FCC to consider the distinct needs of children 
in its upcoming rulemaking on broadcast ownership rules. 

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media 
per day. Research has shown that media, particularly 
television, play a unique and powerful role in the 
development of children. 

The relaxation of media ownership rules will result 
in significantly less original programming for children. 
Relaxation also will reduce competition, potentially 
stifling innovation and increasing commercialism in 
children's programming. 

Before making any regulatory changes to existing media 
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children 
will be affected. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Mayer-Zeitlin 
17353 Martha St 
Encino, California 91316 

cc: 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
Senator Barbara Boxer 
Representative Brad Sherman 



From: slamz@socal.rr.com 
To: Commissioner Adelstein 
Date: 
Subject: 

Mon, Jan 27,2003 1O:ll PM 
Consider The Needs Of Children! 

FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 

Dear FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein, 

I urge the FCC to consider the distinct needs of children 
in its upcoming rulemaking on broadcast ownership rules 

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media 
per day. Research has shown that media, particularly 
television, play a unique and powerful role in the 
development of children. 

The relaxation of media ownership rules will result 
in significantly less original programming for children. 
Relaxation also will reduce competition, potentially 
stifling innovation and increasing commercialism in 
children's programming. 

Before making any regulatory changes to existing media 
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children 
will be affected. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Mayer-Zeitlin 
17353 Martha St 
Encino, California 91316 

cc: 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
Senator Barbara Boxer 
Representative Brad Sherman 



From: voices@media-alliance.org 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: Fri, Jan 24, 2003 9:48 AM 
Subject: Media Concentration: reply to public comments 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps: 

Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
Washington, DC 20554 

In the Matter of 2002 Biennial Regulatoty Review - 
Review of the Commission's Broadcast Ownership Rules 
and Other Rules Adopted Pursuant to Section 202 
of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 
MM Docket No. 02-277, (rel. Sept. 23, 2002) 

I am writing to you today to reply to the public comments on Docket No. 
02-277, The Biennial Review of the FCC's broadcast media ownership rules 
To promote competition, diversity and local content, the FCC should retain 
the current media ownership rules and impose stricter public interest 
requirements. 

The studies commissioned by the FCC are flawed and incomplete. By 
allowing our media outlets to merge print and broadcast facilities a 
greater restriction on the breadth of news and information available to 
citizens to act in the public interest will result. 

The public interest will best be served by preserving media ownership 
rules in question in this proceeding. 

In addition, I strongly encourage the Commission to hold hearings in all 
parts of the country and solicit the widest possible participation from 
the public which will be the most directly affected by the outcomes of 
these decisions. 

Thank you, 

814 Mission St. 
San Francisco, CA, 94103 



-.. . .. ~~_ . ~~~~ 
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From: W M Kirkpatrick 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: FCC protect media independence 

Dear Commissioner: 

One of the basic elements which help to keep the American media at least 
partially free and independent is the set of FCC regulations restricting 
consolidation and monopolies. 

In the 2002 Biennial Review, the FCC appears to be planning to roll back many of 
these protective regulations: the NewspapedBroadcast Cross-Ownership Rule, the 
National Broadcast Ownership Cap, the Local Radio Ownership Rule, the Duopoly 
Rule and the Dual Network Rule. 

Relaxation or abandonment of the preceding rules will result in the purchase of 
local and independent newspapers and radio and television stations by large 
media giants. The cost to the American People and Democracy will be far too 
high if local news, reportorial freedom and access to a true variety of 
legitimate views are further compromised. 

Commissioner, I urge you to make sure the FCC does not relax or drop these vital 
regulatory rules. 

Sincerely, 

W.M. Kirkpatrick 

Sat, Jan 25,2003 10:12 AM 



. . . ... ~~~~~~~~~~ ~ ~ .. ~ ~~ 

j Sharon Jenkins - Say No to Media Concentration! 
~ . . . . ~-__~ 

From: wdale@pacbell.net 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps: 

Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
Washington, DC 20554 

In the Matter of 2002 Biennial Regulatory Review - 
Review of the Commission's Broadcast Ownership Rules 
andother Rules Adopted Pursuant to Section 202 
of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 
MM Docket No. 02-277, (rel. Sept. 23, 2002) 

Sun, Jan 26,2003 11 :09 AM 
Say No to Media Concentration! 

I am writing to you today to comment on Docket No. 02-277, the Biennial 
Review of the FCC's broadcast media ownership rules. In promoting its 
supposed goals of fair competition, diversity and local voice in today's 
media market, I strongly believe that the FCC should retain all of the 
current media ownership rules now in question. These rules serve the 
public interest by limiting the market power of the huge, dominant 
companies and players in the broadcast industry. 

I do not believe that the studies commissioned by the FCC accurately 
demonstrate, or even attempt to demonstrate, the negative effects that 
media deregulation and consolidation have had on the diversity of our 
media. While there may indeed be more sources of media than ever before, 
the spectrum of views presented has been severely limited. 

The right to conduct an informed debate and discussion of current events 
is part of the founding philosophy of our nation. Our forefathers believed 
that democracy was renewed in the marketplace of diverse ideas. If the 
FCC allows our media outlets to merge and consolidate further, our ability 
to have an open, informed discussion from a wide variety of viewpoints 
will be compromised. 

I urge the FCC to preserve the public interest by keeping the media 
ownership rules in question intact. 

Also, I support the FCC's plan to hold a public hearing on this matter in 
Richmond, VA in February of 2003. I strongly encourage the Commission to 
hold similar hearings in all parts of the country and solicit the widest 
possible participation from the public. The rarified, lawyerly atmosphere 
of an FCC rulemaking is not an appropriate decision-making venue when 
questions as profound as the freedom of our media are at stake. I 
encourage the Commissioners to come out and meet some of the people who do 
not have a financial interest in this issue, but a social interest. 

With the serious impact these rule changes will have on our democracy, it 
is important that the Commission take the time to review these issues more 
thoroughly and allow the American people to have a meaningful say in the 
process. 



Thank you, 

W. Dale Barker 

1166 B Street #2 
Yuba City, CA. 95991 



~~~~ ~~ ~~~~~~~~ . .  .~ . .... . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . . . ~ .~ ~~~~~ . 
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Sharon Jenkins -Consider The Needs Of Children! - . . . . . 

From: withersp@usc.edu 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: 

Mon, Jan 27,2003 920 PM 
Consider The Needs Of Children! 

FCC Commissioner Michael J. Copps 

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael J. Copps, 

I urge the FCC to consider the distinct needs of children 
in its upcoming rulemaking on broadcast ownership rules 

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media 
per day. Research has shown that media, particularly 
television, play a unique and powerful role in the 
development of children. 

The relaxation of media ownership rules will result 
in significantly less original programming for children 
Relaxation also will reduce competition, potentially 
stifling innovation and increasing commercialism in 
children's programming. 

Before making any regulatory changes to existing media 
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children 
will be affected. 

Sincerely, 

Wendy Witherspoon 
7641 Norton Avenue 
West Hollywood, California 90046 

cc: 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
Senator Barbara Boxer 
Representative Henry Waxman 



From: withersp@usc.edu 
To: Commissioner Adelstein 
Date: 
Subject: 

Mon, Jan 27,2003 920 PM 
Consider The Needs Of Children! 

FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 

Dear FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein, 

I urge the FCC to consider the distinct needs of children 
in its upcoming rulemaking on broadcast ownership rules 

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media 
per day. Research has shown that media, particularly 
television, play a unique and powerful role in the 
development of children. 

The relaxation of media ownership rules will result 
in significantly less original programming for children 
Relaxation also will reduce competition, potentially 
stifling innovation and increasing commercialism in 
children's programming. 

Before making any regulatory changes to existing media 
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children 
will be affected. 

Sincerely, 

Wendy Witherspoon 
7641 Norton Avenue 
West Hollywood, California 90046 

cc: 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
Senator Barbara Boxer 
Representative Henry Waxman 


